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Ambassador of India to UNES-

CO Visits INCOIS,

15th December, 2025 Mr.
Vishal V. Sharma, Ambassa-
dor & Permanent Represen-
tative of India to UNESCO,
Paris, visited the Indian Na-
tional Centre for Ocean In-
formation Services (INCOIS),
an autonomous institute un-
der the Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences, Government of India,
in Hyderabad. During the
visit, Ambassador Sharma
inspected the SynOps Lab
(Synergistic Ocean Observa-
tion and Prediction System),
which provides tsunami ear-
ly warning and ocean fore-
cast services to India as well
as to countries in the Indian
Ocean and Pacific Island re-
gions. He interacted with
the officers of INCOIS, and
a comprehensive presenta-
tion was made outlining the
Centre's expanding mandate
and key activities in ocean
observation, forecasting,
and disaster risk reduction.
Ambassador Sharma played
a key role last month in co-
ordinating the visit of Mr.

Vidar Helgesen, Head of the
I0C at UNESCO and former
Foreign Minister of Norway,
to INCOIS, reflecting India’s
growing engagement and

leadership in the global
ocean science sector. India
currently holds the position
of Vice-Chair of the |0C-

INDIO region. Ambassador
Sharma also expressed sup-
port for the concept of a
dedicated space satellite for
IOC-INDIO region countries
to strengthen ocean obser-
vation capabilities and em-
phasized the need to train
more young professionals

prominent businessmen,

erabad

in the field of ocean science.
Senior officials from INCOIS
present during the visit in-
cluded Dr. Balakrishnan Nair,
Director, INCOIS; Dr. Pattabhi
Ramarao, Chair, |0CIOT-
MMS; and Dr. Sudhir Joseph,
Group Director, among oth-
ers.
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